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e 4d Day of F ebruar 
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T the Bill, intitied “ A Bill for 
Conſfitution of the state 


— 


105 of South: Carolina,” as it came up to this 
Houſe from the General Aſſembly, printed 


* 


and made public. | „ 
By Order of the Houſe, © 


3 


1 |  Trwomas Farm, Clerk. | 
: | FOR ESTABLISHING _ "8 | 

. „„ | 

| The STATE of SouTH-C * 


HAT, inaſmuch as the Conſtitution or Form of 

; Government, agreed to, and reſolved upon, by 

# the Freemen of this Country, met in Congreſs the 
326th Day of March laſt, was temporary only, calcu- 
lated for, and ſuited to, the then Situation ef the: 
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public Airs lookin g forward to an taten 
with Great- Britain, an Event then deſired: And where- 
as the American States have been fince conſtituted In- 
dependent States, and the political Connection here- 


tofore ſubſiſting between them and Great- Britain 
entirely diſſolved, by the Declaration of the Honour- 


able the Continental Congreſs, dated the 4th Day of 
July laſt, for the many great and weighty Reaſons, there- 
in particularly ſet forth : It therefore becomes abſo- 


lutely neceſſary, to frame a laſting Conſtitution ſuitable 
to that great Event: Be it thezefore Conftituteo and 


Enatted, by His Excellenc y JOHN RUTLEUGE, 
_ Eſquire, Berea and ee e in Chief, in and 
over the State of South- Carolina, by the Honour- 
able the Legiſlative Council, and General Aſſembly 


and by the Authority of the ſame, That the follow 


ing Articles, agreed upon by the Freemen of this 
State, now met in General Aficmbly, be henceforth 


and forever (unleſs altered by the Legiſlative Autho- | 


rity of this State) looked upon as the Conſtitution 
and Form of Government thereof, 


. That the Stile of this Count: y be, hereafter, ths 
State of Soutb-Carolima. 


II. That the Legiſlative 3 be veſted ; in a 
Legiſlative Council and General Aſſemblj y. 


III. That as ſoon as may be, after. the firſt Meets 


ing of the Legiſlative Council and General Aſſembly, 
they {hall jointly, in the General Aſſembly, chooſe, by 


Ballot, from among themſclycs, or from the wag od 


the Qualification, in the General Aſſembly. | 
A | VI. That no future Preſident or Commander i in 
3 hief, who ſhall ſerve for Two Years, ſhall be eligible 
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.| 7 at large, a Prefdent and Commander in Chief, apy 2 


Z Vice-Preſident of the State, and Privy 
continue for {wo Years: And till ſuch Choice ſhall be 


made, the former Prefident and Commander in Chief, 

| 4 vice-Preſident, and Privy Council, mall continue to 

i act as ſuch. 

3 Iv. That a Member of the Legiſlative Council, or 
General Aſſembly, 

5 aden and Commander in Chief, or Vice-Preſident, 

| 0: all vacate his Seat, and another Perſon ſhall be elect- 


being choſen, and acting as Pre- 


Fed in his Room. 

g v. That every perſon who ball be elected Prifis 
: [Gene and Commander i in Chief of the State, or Vice- 
Preſident, or a Member of the Privy Council, ſhall 
be e qualified as followeth, that is to ſay, the Preſident 


; Council Five Years, precedin g their ſaid Election, and 
N ſhallhave in this State, aſettled Plantation or Freehold, 


Fin their and each of their own Right, of the Value of 


tat leaſt Ten Thouſand Pounds Currency, clear of Debt; 
| and, on being elected, they ſhall take an Oath of 


A 2 


Council, to 


Sand Vice- Preſident, ſhall have been Reſidents in this 
state for Ten Years, and the Members of the Privy 


ko ſerve 1 in the ſaid Office, after the Expiration of 
che ſaid Term, until the full End and Term of Four 


x Fears; ; 
4 VII. That no Perſon in this state mall hold the 
5 Office of Preſident thereof, or Vice-Prefident, ang 
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($) 
any other Office or Commiſſion, civil or military, [3 
cept in the Militia, either in this State, or under the 


Authority of the e Cong dels, at one and 
the ſame Time. 


III. Tha in 1 Caſe of the Death of is preſident 
and Commander i in Chief, or his Abſence from the 
State, the Vice-Preſi gent of the State ſhall ſucceed 
to his Office, and the Pr vy Council ſhall chooſe, ou: 
of their own Bedy, a Vice- Preſident of the state. 
And in Caſe of the Death of the Vice- preſident of the 
State, or his Abſence from the State, one of the Piivy 
5 Cauncil, to be choſen by themſclyes, ſhall ſucceed to 

| His Office, until a N omination to thoſe Offices re- 
ſpectively, by the General Aſſembly and Legiſlative | 
Council, for the Remainder of the Time fur Which 
the Officer ſo dying or being abſcnt Was appointed. 


IX. That the Privy-Council, whereof the Vice-Pre- 
ſident cf the State thall of Courſe be a Member, and 
Preſident of the Privy Council, ſhall conſiſt (including 

the Vice-Preſident) of Nine Members; Five of whom | 

ſhall be a Quorum. Providid always, that. no Of- 
ficer of the Army or Navy, in the Seryice of the Con- 

tinent cr this State, nor Judge of any of the Courts a 

of Law, fha'l be eligible, —nor ſhall the F ather, Son, 

or Brother to the Preſident for the Time being, bo 
elected in the Privy Council during his Admiciſtra- 

tion. A Member of the Legiſlative Council or Ge- 4 

neral Aſſembly, being choſen of the Privy Council, i 

| ſhall not thereby loſe his Scat in the Legiſlative C . 

cil or General Aſſembly, unleſs he be clected Viec- 


Tx) 


ex- Preſident of the State, in which Caſe he tall 2 
hw 4 another Perſon ſhall be chcſen in his Stead. 
and Privy Council is to adviſe the Preſident and Cn N 
in Chief when required; but he ſhall not be bound 

to conſult them, unleſs eee by Law. If a Mem- 
ber of the Privy Council ſhalt die, or depart this 
State, another ſhall be choſen 1 in his Cent in Man- 
ner above mentioned. 


EX. That in Caſe af the ARE 1 Cbathe. | 
7 wn, or Sickneſs of the Preſident, the Vice-Preſi- 
dent, or in Caſe of his Abſence, any one of the Pri- 


wy Council, may be impowered by the Preſident, u un- 
der his Hand and Seal, to act in bis Room. . 


XI. That the executive Authority be veſte od 1n the 
Prefident and Commander in Chief, limited and re- 
ſtrained i in Manner herein after mentioned. 


XII. That each Pariſh and Diftrict from this 
State, ſhall, on the laſt Monday 1 in November and the 
Day following, which will be in the Yeur of our 
Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Seventy-eight, 
and on the ſame Days of every Second Year thereafter, 
ele& by Ballot, Oze-Member of the Legiſlative Council 
| (except the Diftrict of St. Phi. Tp and St. Michael's Pa- 
riches, Charles-Town, which ſhall ele& Two Mem- 
bers; and except alſo the Diſtrict between Broad and 
Saludy- Rivers, in Three Diviſions, viz. the Lower 

Diſtrict, Little-River Diſtrict, and Upper or Spartan . 
Piſtrict, each of which faid Divitions, ſhall elect a: "MY 
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Member) to meet on the ſecond Monday i in n 


at the uſual Place in Charles-Town, unleſs the Caſu- 
alties of War, or contagious Diſorders, ſhould ren- 


der it unſafe to meet there, in which Caſe the Pre- 
ſident and Commander in Chief for the Time being, 
may, by Proclamation, with the Advice and Con- 


ſent of the Privy Council, appoint a more ſecure and 


convenient Place of Meeting, .and to continue for 
Two Years, from the faid laſt Monday in November. 
And that no Perſon ſhall be eligible to a Seat i in 
the ſaid Council until he hath Heated the Age of 
Thirty Years. Not leſs than Thirteen Members ſhall 
be a Quorum to do Buſineſs; but, the Speaker, or 
any Three Members, may adjourn from Day to Day. 
No Perſon who reſides in the Pariſh or Diſtrict for 
which he is elected, ſhall take his Seat in the Legiſ- 


lative Council, unleſs he poſſeſſes a ſettled Eſtate 9 


Freehold, in his own Right, in the ſaid Pariſh or Di- 
ſtrict, of the Value of Two Thoufand Pounds currency 
at aft, clear of Debt. And no Non-Refident. hall 
be eligible to a Seat in the ſaid Council, unleſs he 1s 


Owner of a ſettled Eſtate and 5 in his own. 


Right, 1n the Pariſh or Diſtrict where he is elected, 


of the Value of Seven Thouſand Pounds NINE at 


: leaſt, alſo clear of Debt. 


XIII. That on the laſt Monday in November and the 
Day following, which ſhall be in the Year of our Lord 
One Thu amd Seven Hundred and Seventy-eight, and 
n the ſame Days of every ſecond Year thereaſter, 


Members of the General Aflemb! 7 ſhall be choſen „ to 


Py © 


nee 
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( 9 : DE 
meet on the ſecond A bas January theii nett; | 


at the uſual Place in Char/es-Town, unleſs the Caſus 
alties of War, or contagious Diforders, ſhould ren- 
der it unſafe to meet there, in which Cafe the Preſi- 


dent and Commander in Chief for the Time being, 
may, by Proclamation, with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Privy Council, appoint a more ſecute and con- 
venient Place of Mecting, and to continue for Two 


Years from the ſaid laſt Monday in November. Each 


Pariſh and Diſtrict within a State ſhall fend Mem- 


bers to the General Aſſembly in the ON Pro- 
: portions, that i is to fay, 


The Pariſhes of St. Philip and St. Michael, Charless 
Town, Thirty Members. 


The Parith of Chriſt-Church, Six Members. 


The Pariſh of St. John,! in Berkley County, Six Mem- 


bers. 


be Pariſh = St. ads Six Members. 


The Parith of St. George, Dorcheſter, Six 1 
The Pariſh of St. James, Gooſe- Creek, Six Members. 
The Pariſh of St. Thomas and St. n Six Mem- 
bers. 
The Pariſh of St. Paul, Six Ae „ ph 
The Parith of St. Bartholomew, Six Members: 
The Pariſh of St. Helena, Six Members 
The Pariſh of St. James, Santee, Six Members. 
The Pariſh of Prince George, Winyah, Six Mem- 


bers. 


1 The Pariſh of Pri Frederick, 8ix Viebe 


The Pariſh of St. John, in Colleton Countys Sir 
Men 
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K The Pariſh of St. Peter, Six Nie bers 


4 he Pariſh of Prince William, Six Members; 
The Pariſh of St. Stephen, Six Members. 
J he Diſtrict to the Eaſtward of the Waterce River; 
Ten Members. | 
The Diſtrict of Ninety-Six, Ten Members: 
The Diſtrict of Saxe- re Six Members. 


| The Diſtric between Broad and Saludy-Rivers, in 


Three Diviſions, viz. 
The Lower Diſtrict, Four Members. 
The Little- River Diſtrict, Four Members. 
The Upper or Spartan Diſtrict, Four Members. 


The Diſtrict between Broad and Catawba Rivers; 


Ten Members: 

The Diſtrict called the New Acquiſition Ten Mem- 
bers. 

The Pariſh of 8 St. Matthew, Giz Members. 

The Pariſh of St. David, Six Members. 

T he Diſtrict between Savannah-River and the North 
F ork of Ediſto; Six Members. 


And the Election of the ſaid Members ſhall be cons 
ducted, as near as may be, agreeable to the Direction 


of the Election Act. And where there are no 


Churches or Chtirch- Wardens in a Diſtri& or Pariſh, 
the General Aſſembly, at ſome convenient Time be- 
tore their Expiration, ſhall appoint Places of Elecs 
tion, and Perſons to receive Votes and make Returns. 


The Qualification of the Electors ſhall be, that eve- 


1y free white Man, and no other Perſon, who acknows 
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ledges the Being of a God, and beiteten in a future 


ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, and who has at- 
tained to the age of one and twenty years, and hath 


been a refident and an inhabitant in this ſtate for the 
ſpace of one whole year, before the date of the writs 
for the eleCtion he offers to give his vote at, and hath 
a freehold at leaſt of fifty acres of land, or a town 


lot, and hath been legally ſeized and poſſeſſed of the 


ſame, at leaſt & months, previous to ſuch election, 
or hath paid a tax the preceding year, or was taxable 


the preſent year, at leaſt Si months previous to the 


ſaid election, in a ſum equal to the tax on /fty acres 


of land, to the ſupport of this government, ſhall be 


deemed a perſon qualified to vote for, and may be 


capable of electing, a repreſentative or repreſentatives, 


to ſerve as a member or members, in the Legiſlative 
Council and General Aſſembly, for the pariſh or 
diſtrict where he actually is a refident, or in any 
other pariſh of diſtrict in this ftate where he hath 
the like freehold. Electors ſhall take an oath; or 
affirmation of qualification, if required by the return- 
ing officer. The qualification of the elected, if reſi- 
dents in the pariſh or diſtrict for which they ſhall be 
retu.ucuis ſhall be ſame as mentioned in the election 


act, and conftrited to mean clear of debt. But no 


non-refident ſhall be eligible to a feat in the General 
Aſſembly, unleſs he is owner of a fettled eſtate and 
freehold; in his own right, of the value of res tba. 


| On and five hundred pounds currency at leaſt, clear of 


debt, in the pariſh or diſtrict for which he 19 
Llected. | 3 


12 

XIV. That if any pariſh or diſtrict neglects 6r refüſes 
to ele&t members; or, if the members choſen do not 
meet in General Aſſembly; thoſe who do meet ſha}l 
have the powers of the General Aſſembly. Not leſs 
than forfy-nine members ſhall make an Houſe, to do 
buſineſs ; but the Speaker, or any ſever members may 
adjourn from day to day. 


XV. That when proper information can be had of 
the particular and comparative ſtrength and taxable 
property of the different parts of the ſtate, that then 
the preſent repreſentation be proportioned in the moſt 
equal and juſt manner, regard being always had to 
the number of white inhabitants and taxable N 

ty of the people. 


XVI. That all money bills for the ſupport of go- 
yernment, ſhall originate in the General Aſſembly, 
and ſhall not be altered or mended by the Legiſla- 
tive Council, but may be rejected by t ng But that 
no money be drawn out of the public treaſury, but by 
the legiſlative authority of the ſtate. All other bills 
and ordinances may take riſe in the General Aſſem- 
bly or Legiſlative Council, and be altered, amended, 
or rejected by either. Bills having paſſed the General 
Aſſembly and Legiſlative Council, ſhall be ſigned by the 
Preſident and Commander in Chief for the time being. 
the Speaker of the Legiſlative Council, and the Speaker | 
of the General Aſſembly, 1 in the Council Chamber, and 
ſhall then have all the force and validity of an act of Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of this ſtate. And the General Aſ- 
ſembly and e e reſpectively, (hall en- 
Joy al other privileges which have at any time, been 


un 
claimed or exerciſed, by the Commons Houſe of 
Aſſembly. Rn 


XVII. That the . Aſſembly and Legit. 
lative Council may adjourn themſelves reſpectively; 
and the Preſident and Commander in Chief ſhall have 
vo power to adjourn, prorogue, or diſſolve them: But 
may, if neceſſary, by and with the advice and conſent 
of the Privy Council, call them, before the time to 
which they ſhall ſtand adjourned, And where a bill 
hath been 1 8 it may, on a meeting after an ad- 
journment for not leſs than three days, of the General 
Aſſembly and Legiſlative Council, be brought in again. 


XVIII. That the General Aſſembly and the Legiſla= 


j tive Council ſhall each chooſe their reſpective Speakers, 
and their own officers, by ballot, without controul. 
And that, during a receſs, the Speakers, of either 


Houſe, ſhall iſſue writs for filling up vacancies, occa- 


_ 1 ſioned by death, in their reſpective Houſes, giving at 
7 leaſt three weeks, and not more than thirty- Sue days 
previous notice, of the time appointed for the election. 


XIX. That if any pariſh or diſtrict ſhall neglect to 


eelect a member or members, on the day of election 
bor, in caſe any perſon choſen a member of the Fn 


Zziflative Council or General Aſſembly, ſhall refuſe to 
Z qualify and take his ſeat as ſuch, or die, or depart. 


: 4 the ſtate; the ſaid Legiſlative Council or General Aſ- 


ſembly, as the caſe may be, ſhall appoint proper days, 
for electing a member or members of the ſaid Legiſ. 


latiye Council or General Aſſembly, in ſuch calcs re- 
a Lanta: B32 


EL 


XX. That if any member of the General Afton: 
bly y, or of the Legiſlative Council, ſhall accept any 
place of emolument, or any commiſſion (except in 
the militia) he ſhall vacate his ſeat, and there ſhall 
thereupon be a new election; but he ſhall not be diſ- 
qualified from ſerving, upon being re. elected, with- 
out he is appointed Secretary of the ſtate, a Commiſ- 
ſioner of the Treaſury, an Officer of the Cuſtoms, 
Regiſter of Meſne Conveyances, a Clerk of one of 
the Courts of Jaſtice, Powder-Receiver, Clerk of the 
Legiſlative 'or Privy-Council, Clerk of the General 
Aſſembly, Surveyor-General, or Commiſfary of Mili- 
tary Stores ; which officers are hereby declared dif- 
qualified, from being members either of the Legilla- 
tive Council or General Aſſembly. | 


XXI. That no Miniſter of the Goſpel, or public 
Det, of any religious perſuaſion, be eligible, for 
the future, either as a member of the Legiſlative 

Council, or of the General Aſſembly. 


XXII. That the Delegates of this ſtate in che ; 
dental Congreſs, be choſen, annually, by the 
General Aſſembly and Legiſlative Council jointly, by 

ballot, in the General Aſſembly; and nothing con- 

tained in this Conſtitution ſhall be conſtrued to extend 
to vacate the ſeat of any member, who is, or may be, 


a Delegate from this Nats | to the Continental Con- | 
$rcls, as ſuch, g 


XXIII. That the Vice-Preſident of the rate and 
the Privy-Council, or r the Vice-Preſident and a ma- 


4 


jority of the Privy Council for the time being, ſhall 
exerciſe the powers of a Court of Chancery. And 


there ſhall be an Ordinary, who ſhall exerciſe the. 


powers heretofore exerciſed by that officer in this 


ſtate. 


XXIV. That the juriſdiction «| the Court 8 Ad- 


ä miralty be confined to maritime cauſes, 


XXV. That Juſtices of the Peace ſhall be nomi- 
nated by the General Aſſemby, and commiſſioned 


by the Preſident and Commander in Chief, during | 
we rely They will not be intitled to fees, except 


on proſecutions for felony ; and, not acting in the 
magiſtracy, they ſhall not be intitled to the fan 
allowed them by law. : 


XXVI. That all other judicial officers ſhall be 
choſen, by ballot, Jointly by the General Aſſembly 
and Legiſlative Council, in the General 7 5 97 


and, except the Judges of the Court of Chancery, 


commiſſioned by the Prefident and Commander in 


Chief, during good behaviour: But ſhall be removed, 


on addreſs of the General gs and Legiſlative 


Council. 


XXVII. That the Sheriffs, qualified as by law di- 


reed, ſhall be choſen by the frecholders in each di- 


ſtrict throughout the ſtate, and commiſſioned by the 
Preſident and Commander a Chief, for fo years 
only. 
XX V-IIF. That Commitee of the Treaſury 


the e of the See the W of Niels 
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Eonveyances, Attorney-General,  Powder-Receiver, . 
Collectors, Coatrollers, Waiters, and Surveyor-Ge- 
neral, be choſen by the General Aſſembly and Le- 
giflative Council jointly, by ballot, in the General 
Aſſembly, and commiſſioned by the Prefident and 
Commander in Chief, during good behaviour; but 
ſhall be removed on addreſs of the General Aſſembly 
and Legiſlative Council. 


XXX. That all. Field Difco, in A We army, and 
all Captains in the navy, ſhall be, by the General Aſ- 
ſembly and Legiſlative Council, choſen jointly, by bal- 
lot, in the General Aſſembly, and commiſhoned by 
the Preſident and Commander in Chief, except in 
caſes where they are to receive their commiſſions from 
Congreſs. And that all other officers, in the army 
and navy, ſhall be commiſſioned by the Preſident and 5 
Commander in Chief, 


XXX. That in caſe of Vacancy in any of the ofo 
fices above directed to be filled by the General Aſſem- 
bly and Legiſlative Council, the Preſident and Com- 
ae ve in Chief, with the advice and conſent of the 
Privy Council, may appoint others in their ſtead, until 
there ſhall be an election by the General Aſſembly 


and Legiſlative Council to fill thoſe vacancies er 
tively. | 


XXXI. That the Prefident 400 G de in 
Chief, with the advice and conſent of the Privy 


Council, may appoint, during pleaſure, until other- 
wiſe directed hs the reſolution of the General Aan 


(If J | y 
bly and Legiftative Council, all other naceiliny officers 


except ſuch as are by law directed to heh otherwiſe 
choſen. 


XXXII. That 5 Prefident p_ Com, 


Chief ſhall have no power to Commence war, or con- 


clude peace, or enter into any final treaty, withcut the 
conſent of the General Aſſe mb * and 1 
Council. 


XXXIII. That che reſolutions of the late Con- 
greſſes of this State, and all laws now of force here 
(and not hereby altered) mall ſo continue, until al- 
tered or repealed by the legiſlature of this ſtate, un- 


leſs where they are temporary, in which caſe they 
ſhall expire at the times e limited for heir 


duration. | 
XXXIV. That the Preſident and commu in 
Chief, Vice-Preſident of this ſtate, and Privy Coun- 


cil reſpectively, ſhall have the ſame perſonal privileges, 


as are allowed by act of aſſembly to the Governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, and Privy Council. That the 
Preſident and Commander in Chief for the time be- 
ing, by and with the advice and conſent of the Pri- 
vy Council, may lay embargoes, or prohibit the ex- 
portation of any commodity, for any time not exceed- 
ing thirty days, in the receſs of the General Aſſem- 


bly. 


XXXV. That all bende who ſhall be choſen and 
appointed to any office, or to any place of truſt, civil 


reer 
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bf military, before = upon the execution of 
1 mall take the following oath : | 


IT A. B. d acknowledge the State of 1 
to be a Free, Independent, and Sovereign State, and that 
the People thereof owe no Allegiance or Obedience to 
George the Third, King of Great- Britain: Aud I do 
renounce, refuſe, and abjure, any Allegiance or Obedience 
to him. And I do r or affirm Tas the Caſe may 
be} that I will, to the utmoſt of. my Power, ſupport, 
maintain and defend the ſaid State, againſt the ſaid 
King George the Third, and his 3 and Succeſſors; 
and bis or their Abettors, Aſpiſtants, and Adberents, 
and will ſerve the ſaid State in the Office of 
zohich 1 now. hold, and in any other Office which I may 
hereafter hold, by the Appointment, or under the Autho- 
rity, of the [aids State, with Fidelity and Honour, and 
| 3 4% the bejt of my Skull and Underflanding.. 


XXxVI. That the 1 yearly ſalaries be al- 
lowed to the public officers under mentioned : The 
Prefident and Commander in Chief, foe thouſand frog 
hundred and thirty-eight dollars and one half : The 
Chief Juſtice, ] thouſand one hundred and tventy= 
one dollars: The Aſſiſtant Judges, one thouſand ſever 
Sundred and twenty-four dollars each: The Attorney- 
General, one thouſand ters hindred and ninetys three 
dollars, in lieu of all charges againſt the public for 
fees on criminal proſecutions : The three Commiſ- 
fioners of the Treaſury, one rhouſand t ab hundred and 
 thrrty-one dollars each 


— 


1 ian 


XXXVII. That all perſons 2 religious focieties, " oN - = 
who acknowledge, that there is one God, and a future 1 


ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, and that God is 
ublickly to be worſhipped, ſhall be freely tolerated. _ 
The Chriſtian Religion thall be deemed, and is here- 
by conltituted, and declared to be, the eſtabliſhed re- 
ligion of this State, That all denominations of Chriſ- 
tians in this ſtate, demeaning themſelves peaceably. 
and faithfully, ſhall enjoy equal religious privileges, 
To 10 this defirable purpoſe, without injurx 
to the religious property of thcſe ſocieties of Chriſti 
ans which are by law already incorporated, for the 
purpoſes of religious worſhip ; and to put it fully into 
the power of every other ſociety of Chriſtians, 5 
already formed, or hereafter to be formed, to obtain 
the like incorporation; It is hezeby conſtituted, ape 
pointed, and declared, That the reſpective ſocieties 
of the Church of England, that are already formed 
in this ſtate, for the purpoſes of religious worſhip 
mall ſtill continue incorporate, and hold the religi- 
ous property now in their 5 And that, 
whenever „teen or more male perſons, not under 
twenty-one years of age, profeſſing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and agreeing to unite themſelves in a ſociety 
for the purpoſes of religious worſhip, they fhall (on 
complying with the terms herein after mentioned) 
be, and be conſtituted, a Church, and be eſteemed and 
regarded in law as of the eſtabliſhed religion of the 
ſtate, and on petition to the Jegiflature, ſhall be in- 
titled to be ir.corporated, and to enjoy equal priyie 
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lover: That every + Cy of Chriſtians ſo > rn 
"* ſhall give themſelves a name or denomination, by 
Which they ſhall be called and known in law; and 
all that aſſociate with them for the purpoſes of wor- 


ſhip, ſhall be eſteemed as belonging to the ſociety ſo 


| called : But that, previous to the eſtabliſhment and 
incorporation of the reſpective ſocieties of every de- 
nomination as aforeſaid ; and in order to intitle them 


thereto, each ſociety ſo petitioning, ſhall have agreed 


tg, and ſubſcribed, in a book, the following five arti- 


cles without which, no agreement or union of men, 
upon pretence of religion, ſhall intitle them to be in- 
corporated, and eſteemed as a Church of the eſtabliſh- 


ed religion of this ſtate: Fir, That there is one 
eternal God, and a future Rate of rewards and pu- 
niſhments. Second, That God is to be publickly 


worſhiped. Thirg, the Chriſtian Religion is the true 
religion. Fourth, That the Holy Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teſtament, are divinely inſpired, and 


are the rule of faith and practice. Fifth, That it is 
lawful, and the duty of every man being thereunto 


called by thoſe that govern, to bear witneſs to truth. 
That cyery inhabitant of this ſtate, when called to 
make an appeal to God, as a witneſs to truth, ſhall be 


permitted to do it in that way which is molt agree- 


able to the dictates of his own conſcience. And, 


that the people of this ſtate may forever enjoy the 


right of electing their own paſtors or clergy ; and, at 
the ſame time, that the ſtate may have ſufficient ſe- 


gurity, for the due diſcharge of the paſtoral office, by. 


e who ſhall be admitted to be a Clergyman on the 
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| heblich ment! no 1 ſhall ene as mig Wo 


any eſtabliſhed Church, who ſhall not have been choſen? *.. 


by a majority of the ſociety to which he ſhall miniſter, ' 
or by perſons appointed by the ſaid majority to chuſe 
and procure a miniſter for them, nor until the mini- 
ſer ſo choſen and appointed, ſhall have made and ſubs" 
ſcribed to the following declaration, oyer and above 
the aforeſaid five articles, viz. That he is determined, 
by God's grace, out of the Holy Scriptures, to I, 
ſtruct the people committed to his charge, and to 
teach nothing (as required of neceſſity. to eternal ſal- 
vation) but ; 2 which he ſhall be perſuaded may be 
concluded and proved from the ſcripture; that he 
will uſe both public and private admonitions, as well 
to the Sick as to the whole, within his cure, as need 
thall require and ↄccaſion ſhall be given; and that 
he will be diligent 1 in prayers, and in reading « of the 
Holy Scriptures, and in ſuch ſtudies as help to the 
knowledge of the ſame ; that he will be dlligent to 
frame and faſhion his own ſelf, and his family, 
according to the doctrine of Chriſt, and to make both 
himſelf and them, as much as in him lieth, wholeſome 
examples and patterns to the flock of Cheiſt ; ; that he 
will maintain and ſet forwards, as much as he can, 
quietneſs, peace, and love, among all Chriſtian people; 3 
and eſpecially among thoſe that are or ſhall be com- 
mitted to his charge. No perſon ſhall diſturb ot mo- 
1-t any religious aſſembly, nor ſhall uſe any reproach- 
ful, reviling or abuſive language, againſt any church; 

| that being the certain way of diſturbing the peace, and 
of hindering the converſion of any to the truth by en: 


Py 


_ aging om in 3 and animoſities, to the bs. | 
mie of the profeſſors, and that profeſſion which other- 
wiſe they might be brought to aſſent to. Any per- 
ſon conſenting to aſſociate with, and ſubſcribing 1 
_ the writing or inſtrument by which any denomina- 
—_— — 7197 of Chriſtians ſhall form themſelyes into a ſociety, 
—_— before any five members, ſhall thereby be made a 
—_ member 4 85 Any perſon ſtriking out his name 
—_ — from ſuch writing or inſtrument as aforeſaid, or hav- 
ing his nam: ſtruck out, by any perſon thereto au- 
= | thorized by the ſociety to which he belongs, ſhall 
= Cccaſc to be a member. No perſon whatſoever ſhall 
—_ ſpeak any thing, in their religious aſſembly, irreve- 
1 rently, or ſeditiouſly, of the government of this ſtate. 
= -” No perſan ſhall, by Jaw, be obliged to pay towards 
— the maintenance and ſupport of a religious worthip 
3 that he does not freely | join in, or has not voluntarily 
engaged to ſupport; But, the Churches, Chapels, Par- 
ſonages, Glebes, and all other property, now belong- 
—_ ing to any ſocieties of the Church of England, or any 
= 7: other religious ſacieties, hall remain, and be ſecured, - 
F to them for ever. No Perſon ſhall be capable of any 
| place of honour, truſt or profit, under the authority of 
this ſtate, w 10 is not a member of ſom: church of 


— 


215 . the « eitibliſh=d religion thereof. Marriages ſhall be 
1 olem ſized, after publication three ſeveral Sundays 
= -” preceding ſuch marriage, in ſome public place of wor- 
hip, ia the puiſh or diſtrict where the woman re- 


f14:s, or by licence, wiich ſhall bz directed to any 
Miniſter . the Goſpel, without ſpecifying the deno- 
, Mination, or 8 tlie mode of ſolemnization. 


—_— - 
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the ; poor ſhall be ſupported, and cle ions: mand | A I 


in 85 accuſtomed manner, until laws ſhall be pre 


vided; to adjuſt thoſe matters in me 08 equine. 1 


5 Way. 


exemption from puniſhments inflicted by law, by 


rea ſon of any Benefit of Clergy, than if ſuch Clergy- ; 
man, Preacher or Miniſter was a lay-tman ; but that 
every ſuch Clergyman,; Preacher or Miniſter being 5 
found guilty of any offence which is clergy able or not = 


Elergyable by the law, ſhall ſuffer as a lay- man. 


XXXIX. That no part of this Con mali be 


altered without a notice of ninety days being previouſly 


given: Nor ſhall any part of the ſame be changed, 


without the conſent of a majority of the members of 
the General Aſſembly and Legiſlative Council. 


XL. That the General Afembly and 1 


ee ſhall not proceed to the election of a Preſi- 


dent or Vice-Preſident, until there be a majority of 
both Houſes prefent. 


XXXVIII. That no Ciergymän, Fresch br Mix 
niſter of the Goſpel, ſhall 12 intitled to any greater 
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